[Ethics committees: medical treatment counseling or prescribing?].
Ethics committees react to the crisis of justification of both research and treatment in modern medicine. Their composition, functioning, task, and identity depend on the question if they consider themselves as instruments of controller consultation. The more moral thinking in medicine is oriented towards support for reasoning, towards consultation for solving conflicts of motivation, and in elucidation interests the more ethics committees will succeed in becoming institutions of consultation by ethical reasoning in medicine.